January 10, 1989 LB 301-312

presence today here today with us renmnds us of the awesome
responsibilities that weshare. They are the reasons that we
must choose carefully. They deserve the very best that we can
give them-the best education, the best career opportunities,
the best environment in which to grow and mature. S0 as you
undertake the responsibilities of this session, mpy the faces of
these young people be your rem nder of the job that we all have

to do and do reflect on how your actions will affect not only
the parents and grandparents of these young people, but the
future of all of Nebraska's children. You have my every good

wi sh for a successful session, and ny gratitude as well and the
gratitude of our fellow Nebraskans who are so grateful for your

willingness to serve. Thank you and may the God Al mighty bl ess

each and every one of you in your deliberations. Thank you.
(applause.)

PRESIDENT: (Gavel .) GovernorOrr, thank you for bringing us
your State of the State Address aud welcome to Bill, Suzanne and
most of all, Taylor. W appreciate your coming at this time to
give us your address. WII| the commtteepl ease escort you from

the Champer at this time. (Gavel.) What do you have left, Pat?
| understand we have nore bills to introduce, M. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, new bill s. f(Read LB 301-312 bg title for
the first tinme. See pages 152-55 of the Legislative Journal.)
M. President, in addition to those itens | have a series of

announcements. Senator Lamb announces that Senator gl Bever
has been selected as Vice Chair of the Transportation ((Bnm't é/e.

M. President, |  have notice of hearing fromthe Urban Affairs
Committee, signed by Senator Hartnett; gnd from the Education

Committee, signed by Senator W them And, M. President, |
believe that is all that | have.

M. President, | have a Report of Registered|obbyists for
the...up through January9, which is required to befiled
pursuant to statute.

PRESI DENT: We have a few nore bills to introduce. we'll be gt
ease for just a few nonents.

EASE

CLERK: The Executive Board will meet now in Room?2102;
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April 21, 1989 LB 301-303, 303A, 305, 308, 309, 309A, 310
469, 508, 509, 605, 627, 669, 722

727, 793
May | introduce some guests please jn the north balcony.
Senat or Hanni bal has 75 eighth grade students from St. Roberts
School in OQmha with their teachers. Would you |adi and
gentlemen pl ease stand and be recognized by the Legls at ure.
Thank you for visiting us this norning. VWile the Legislature
is in session and capabl e of transacting business, | propose to

sign and do sign LB 793, LB 508, LB 509, LB 605, LB627 LB669,

and LB 722. We will nove on to jntroduction of iati
bills, M. derk appropriation

CLERK: Mr. President, before, if | may, read sone reports.
Your Committee on Approprl ations whose Chair IS Senator Warner
to whomwas referred LB 301 instructs me to report the same back
to the Legislature wth the recommendation it be advanced to

General File with amendments, gsare LB302 LB 303, LB 303A
LB 305, LB 308, LB 309, LB309A, LB 310, LB 469, 314 LB 727, all

reported to General Flle all having corrmttee anendnments, 4|
signed by Senator Warner as Chair. (See pages 1831-39 of the
Legi sl ative Journal .)

M. President, Senator Warner would nove for the introduction of
Committee Req. 1249.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Wrner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr . President and nmenber sof the Legislature,
Req. 1249 woul d be the mainline budget bill. It would include

everyt hing other than.  well, obviously, the bills, the
constitutional officers are separate, legislative gajaries are

separate, salaries are separate, health insurance is separate,
but this would include the other recomended appropriations o

state agencies and state aid prograns. I woul d nove the
suspension of the rule to permt its introduction.

PRESI DENT: Any further discussion? |f pot, the question is the
introduction of the approp'riation bill as described Senator

War ner . Al'l those in favorvote aye, opposed nay. Record,
Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 32 ayes, 1 nay, Mr. President, ; ;
Req. 1249 on the introduction of

PRESIDENT: The bill is introduced.
M Clarks Do you have another one,
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April 26, 1989 LB 302, 303

nay. Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the advancenent of
302.

PRESI DENT: LB 302 is advanced. Senator Wehrbein would like to
have a moment to speak to you about his drjnking habits.
Senat or Wehrbein, please. Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Yes, M. Speaker, | just want to take a point
of personal privilege to acknow edge the apple cider fromthe
Nebraska City orchards, three orchards there, presented gn
behal f of the Arbor Day cerenpnies comng up this weekend. |f

you recall, we changed the Arbor Day celebration last year in
this body to be the last Friday of April and that's com ng up
this weekend and | just wanted to acknowl edge that ard thank
them for furnishing the apple cider.

PRESIDENT: Very good. Thank you very much, appreciate it.

LB 303.

CLERK: M. President, 303 was a bill introduced by Seaker

Barrett at the request of the Governor. (Title read.) The bill
was...

PRESI DENT: Senat or Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
there are no amendnents to the bill. The bill reflects the
appropriation by agency and reflecting the type of coverage that
each enployee may individually have within agencies for the
coverage of health insurance. You will recall that the...both
under the bargainingagreenments and, in fact, in practice, the
enpl oyees pay 20 percent of the cost of health insurance and the
state pays 80 percent with...may vary where you have higher
coverages totally, something less if you have higher coverage,
whi ch you individually pay. What | should al so indicate though,
as you have read in the paper, there has been some questions
raised on the insurancecoverage and as the conmittee is still
reviewing that, as | believe the administration is, Wwe have
under consideration at the moment but have not officially done
it yet, but to possibly hire a consultant to review some of
these I ssues to see whet heror not any other adjustnent which
has been suggested should or can appropriately be nmade but we do
not have a recommendation as to that point yet. Byt the bill as
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it is drafted here is a straight coverage as provided either by
the contracts or by state policy, state statutes, as to what
portion of the premium should be covered through an
appropriation and then the balance from the employees. As I
recall the percentage increase, premiums for the first year was
36 percent and the second year I believe is 18 percent increase.
1'd move the bill be advanced.

PRESIDENT: You've heard the discussion. The question is the
advancement of LB 303. All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 27 ayes, O nays, Mr. President, on the advancement of
303.

PRESIDENT: LB 303 is advanced. LB 303A.

CLERK: Mr. President, 303A was introduced by the Speaker at the
request of the Governor. (Title read.) The bill was introduced
on January 17, referred to Appropriations. The bill was
advanced to General File. I have committee amendments pending
by the Appropriations Committee, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, this committee amendment only
adds the state colleges' health insurance which was not included
in the original Governor's bill and in the amount of 785,000 for
one year and 223,000 the next year, and this just puts all
health insurance coverage for all agencies in the same bill.
I'd move adoption of the amendment.

PRESIDENT: You've heard the explanation. The question is the
adoption of the committee amendments on LB 303A. All in favor
vote aye, opposed na‘'. Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 28 ayes, O nays, Mr. President, on the adoption of

committee amendments.
PRESIDENT: The committee amendments are adopted.
CLERK: Nothing further, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Warner, on the advancement of the bill.
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get taken care of. It is simlar to your problembut it deals
with mental illness versus the alcohol problem but they are
both the same issue, in essence. Youdon't takea drunk 5 a
jail. That doesn't help them You don't take a person wth a
mental illness probleminto jail. That doesn't help them You
need to find a place to care for them gp they are both simlar
in that the ]all isn't the place to go. The systems are

di fferent although they do |link up under our service system in
regi ons. They are sinmilar, but they are the sane probl emggme
attenpt to deal with them just a kind of different focus on
actually the services delivered, and that rmoney they are talking

about deals with the other side of it, but you are right. |t js
close but not quite the same. |n addition, for Senator Warner,
| missed the discussion on LB 303, or whatever the bill was, on
health i nsurance, and could you again outline, Senator Wirner,
where we are at? What the tinmetable, the $2.5 nillion problem
and what is happening on all that? | mjssed it and | just...l
think. .. 1 don't knowif it is addressed in this bill, so | am

kind of confused on it. So if you could, just where wegre at
on that?

SENATOR WARNER: All right, thanks, Senator Wesely. The
commttee's...l, as you all know, this issue didn't really
becone apparent to us until the last few days or the last two or
three weeks, so, in anyevent, there have been conversations
with the administration and | think, by and large, have been
covered in the press. What the conmmittee has peen doing, we
have had some meetings with  Blue Cross-Blue ghield
representatives. They presented their findings. Currently, we
have under di scussion, we should know back Thursday, tonorrow,
of the possibility of an actuary involved in health insurance
that might review those statistics and see if they would come up
with a similar...not that we are challenging Blue Cross-Blue
Shield' s but the concept of having an independent review of
whether or not those projections seemto be reasonabl exanﬂl

suppose the question then is still open whether or not any other
addi tional funding is appropriate or not. (pviously, there is a
contract, a signed contract. The condition on it that makes a
little bit of difference is apparently the contract historically
has had a cancellation, two options for cancellations, asa

matter of fact. One, either side with, zg] recall, a 90 da

notice can cancel, and the second option is that ifthere is a
drop of over 10percent of the people covered by moving

essentially to HNOs, that, too, is a cause to consider a
cancel lation of the contract. They are both optional. | think
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LR 88-91

vote aye, opposed nay. Record, M. derk, please.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0O nays, M. President, on adoption of the
anendnent to the anendnent.

PRESI DENT: The anendnment to the anendnent is gdo ted would
you like to put some things into the record, M. CP

CLERK: Mr. President, ver if hank you.
Senat or Chanbers has amendmentys be pr| nt ed to LI%/ 340 (See

page 1968 of the Legislative Journal )

M. President, Enrollnment and Review reports LB 303 to Sel ect
File and LB 303A to Sel ect File, signed by Senator Lindsay as

Enrol | nent and Review Chair. (See page 1968 of the Legislative
Journal.)

M. President, LR 88 is offered by Senator Schinek. (Read brief
explanation.) LR 89 by Senators Hartnett and Schmit. (Read
brief explanation.) LR 90 is an interimstudy resolution by
Senators Hartnett and Wthem (Read brief explanation.) LR91

by Senators Hartnett and Hall. (Read brief explanation. See
pages 1969-72 of the Legi sl ative Journal . ) Those will all be

referred to Reference, M. President.

I have a | etter from Senator Labeds as Chair of the Board
referring a communication the Legislature received regarding a

bond i ssued by the University of Nebraska. That wi Il be
referred to the Appropriations Commttee for public hearing.

Education Comm ttee reports LB 514 to General File with

comm ttee amendnents attached. That is signed by Senator
Withem. (See page 1968 of the Legislative Journal.)

And the | ast item, Mr . President, a notice of confirmation
hearing by the Government Conmittee. That is signed by Senator
Baack as Chair of the commttee.

M. President, we're now back to Senator Schnmit's gmendment as
amended, found on page 1914.

PRESI DENT: Okay, may | introduce sone guests, please, before we
start on that, please. Senator Dennis Byars has 28 fourth
graders with two teachers in the north balcony from Southern
El enentary in Bl ue Springs,Nebraska. Woul d you pl ease stand
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May 3, 1989 LB 303, 639, 640, 767, 813, 814
LR 105, 106

Senator McFarland. We're voting on the adoption of the Chambers
amendment . Call in votes were authorized. Senator Labedz,
would you check in please. Senator Warner, record your
presence, please. Thank you.

CLERK: Senator Hefner voting no.

PRESIDENT: We're looking for Senazor Nelson and Senator
Ashford.
CLERK: Senator Lowell Johnson voting no. Senator Weihing

voting yes.

PRESIDENT: Okay, a roll call vote has been requested. Are we
all here, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: No, sir.

PRESIDENT: Who are we looking for now?

CLERK: Senator Ashford.

PRESIDENT: Senator Ashford, Is that the only one? Okay.
Shall we wait for Senator Ashford, Senator Chambers? All right.
Okay, the question is the adoption of the Chambers amendment. A

roll call vote has been requested. Please return to your seats
so we may begin. (Gavel.) Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: (Read roll call vote. See pages 2053-54 of the
Legislative Journal.) 22 ayes, 8 nays, Mr. President.
PRESIDENT: The motion fails. Do you have anything for the
record, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Yes, Mr. President, I do. Mr. Fresident, a resolution
by Senator Baack. (Read brief explanations of LR 105 and

LR 106. See pages 2054-55 of the Legislative Journal.)

Senator Baack has amendments to LB 639, to LB 640; Senator
Schmit to LB 814; Senator Baack to LB 303; Senator Hefner to
LB 767. (See pages 2055-64 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Senator Landis would like to have an Executive

Session of the Banking Committee today at two o'clock in the
Senate Lounge, Banking Committee in the Senate Lounge at two
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Nay 8, 1989 LB 303, 588, 727, 761, 814
LR 132, 133, 150, 151-156

letting the nore inportant go, we have to answer those questions

anyway, we won't have added to that the question of why we
appropriate nmoney for something when no need has been shown.” g4

Senator Moore's anmendnent | think is right on the noney, g9 |
do support it .
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: . Nr . President and menbers,| move we adjourn
until Nay 9th at eight o' clock in the norning.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any messages on the President's desk?

CLERK: Nr. President, | do. | have anendnents to be printed to
LB 588 from Senator Hall; senator Landis to LB727; Senator
Warner  to LB 303. (See pages2177-78 of the Legislative
Journal.)

Study resolutions, from Senator Smith, | R150; Senator Wesely
offers LR 151, LB 152, LR 153, LR154, and LR 155: and a study
resolution from Senator Schel | peper, Byars, Goodric h, Dierks,
Crosby, Lynch and Wesely, (LR156). (See pages 2170-75 of the
Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, a series of amendnents to LB761 by Senator

Morrissey, and that s all that | have, Nr. President. (See
oages 2178-79 of the Legislative Journal.)

M. President, | am sorry, excuse me, Senator Smith would |ike
to add her nanme to LR 132 and LB 133 as co-introducer. tpnat is
all that | have, M. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The questi on i S, . shal | we adjourn

until tomorrow morning at eight o clock? A machine vote has
been requested. Those in favor “vote aye, opposed nay. Vot i ng
on the motion to adjourn. Pl ease vote if you would care to

vote. Have you all votéd'? Record. Senator Chambers. A call
of the househas been requested. Shall the house go under call?

All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record.

CLERK: 15 ayes, 3 nays to go under call, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The house is under call. Nember s, pl ease
check in . Return to your desks. Those members outside the
Chamber, please return amd record your presence. Senpator

5958
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LR 212

LB 301.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Shall LB 301 be advanced? Those in favor say
aye. Opposed no. Carried. The bill is advanced. And finally
LB  302.

CLERK: LB 302, Senator, I have no amendments to the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move tte advancement of
LB 302.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Shall LB 302 be advanced? All in favor say
aye. Opposed no. Carried. The bill is advanced. Any

messages on the President's desk?

CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
reports LB 813 to Select File, signed by Senator Lindsay.

Mr. President, a study resolution, LR 212 by Senator Wesely,
and, Mr. President, amendments to be printed to LB 303 by
Senator Moore. I believe that is ali that I have,
Mr. President. (See pages 2252-57 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The question before the body then
is the motion to adjourn until tomorrow morning at eight
o'clock. Those 1in favor say aye. Opposed no. The ayes have
it. Motion carried. :

\//?/\ 7 » / ,"7
Proofed by: < 2z s Wﬁﬁ’

LaVera Benischek
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May 10, 1989 LB 303. 544

CLERK: 28 ayes, O nays, Mr. President, on adoption of the
confirmation report.

PRESIDENT: The confirmation report is adopted. Move on to
LB 303.

CLERK: Mr. President, 303 is on Select File. First order of
business on the bill, I have no E & R, Mr. President. I do have
amendments, however. Senator Baack would move to amend the

bill, Mr. President.
PRESIDENT: Senator Baack, please.

SENATOR BAACK: Mr. President and colleagues, my amendment is
printed on page 2060 of the Journal, and what this amendment is
is that it will take the provisions of LB 544 which was a bill
introduced by the Government Committee and then heard by the
Banking Committee, and the bill was then reported out by the
Banking Committee unanimously. There was a committee amendment
striking some of the language that was originally contained in
544. My amendment also does not contain that language so we
concur totally with the Banking Committee's action on this bill.
What it does 1is it transfers the responsibility for the
governance of the health insurance program for the state

employees. It transfers that authority frcm the risk manager to
the Department of Personnel, and that is all that the amendment
does. And I don't think it should be controversial. It is

something that is being done now, but they just need the
authority to continue to do that. With that, I would urge the
adoption of the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Mr. President. Senator Baack, are
you...you're amending LB 544 into this bill?

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, that's correct, Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: I'm trying to remember. I don't see Senator
Landis here, but if I'm not mistaken...I know...the concern I
had, if...I'm sorry, I didn't recall this amendment coming up
and you do include the committee amendments?

SENATOR BAACK: (Mike not activated immediately.) ...Yes,
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(inaudible)...as the..

PRESI DENT: Senat or Baack, just a nonent, you weren't on. \would
you repeat what you said, please.

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Senator Wesely. Ny anendment del etes the
same |anguage that the comittee deleted in their committee
amendnent, but that |anguage is not in there.

SENATOR WESELY: Okay, thank you. Let me...l| would support the
amendnent then, and let ne tell you a little rf g background

of why we should agree to the comrittee anendment. The lanquage
that woul d have been added that Senator Baack is deleting gaLf o%g

with the Banking Conmittee raises an jssue that has come up

before and | just want to alert this Legislature to it. ; you
recall, we had struggled and struggled with the idea ~ of
enpl oyees who retire being bl e to be on the state enpl oyee
group health insurance program We've had legislation to
provide for that over the years and it has been consistently
rej ected by this Legislature. But ~what happened was, and,
Senator Schmit, you' Il recall this discussion in the comittee,

but what happened was we went to this new plan of how w
negoti ate benefits and there was a negotiation that occurrea,v an

t he negotiation gave to the enpl oyees the very benefit that this
Legislature had rejected over the years and this anendnent then
that we deleted from this pj|| | | appreciate Senator Baack
del eting fromhis anendnent, would have extended beyond what was
negotiated on to other enployees andprobably, |' ve got to say
that eventually we may have to do that just to be fajr. byt |
think it would be betfier to bring that bill up and discuss 1t at
that time and | think really talk about this negotiation system
that we have place that in one year we can reject a benefit as a
Legislature and the next year, adninistratively, provide the
benefit and | don't want to get in that big discussion right now
because it is not part of this amendnent but | want to alert you
that this did happen. The Banking Conmittee caught it and
t hought we ought to tal k about that and how that happens, so |
woul d support this amendnent.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Schmt, please.
SENATOR SCHNIT:  (Response inaudible.)
PRESIDENT: Senator Baack, do you wish to close on your

amendment?

6139



May 10, 1989 LB 303

SENATOR BAACK: No, just urge the body to advance, to adopt the
amendment. Thankyou.

PRESI DENT: The question is the adoption of the Baack anendnent.
Al those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Mr. Clerk,
please.

CLERK: 27 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of Senat or
Baack's amendment.

PRESI DENT: The Baack amendnent is adopted.

CLERK: Mr . President, Senator V\eselg woul d move to amend.
Senator, your anendnent is on page 2178 of the Journal.

PRESI DENT: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER. M. President, nenbers of the Legislature, this
anendnent to the bill changes as the bill was drafted the anount
of contribution of state funds to each of the different kinds of
coverage that an individual mght have, depending on whether it
is asingle family coverage or what is referred to as ¢yg plus

four. The bill shows $68,for exanple, premiumfor the. " g
cost for the...let ne back up. For a single coverage the bill
indicates $68 and the A bill is all calculated on this at $72
which is, and 15 cents, which is the contract price. Now the

difference is that three or four years ago there was established
a Prem um Stabilization Fund and that Prem um Stabilization Fund
at the time that it was established was sone noney that was,
because of the way the contracts canme out, wasset aside to use
for future adjustments that dght be necessary in the health
i nsurance and it has been utilized a couple tines to give gome
stability to the state cost. But this amendnent then reflects,
as | indicated, the actual contract price for each of the
di fferent kinds of coverage. It is the way in which the A bill
is drafted. Doesn't change any of the nunbers and it will allow
that mllion to mllion, two that is in t hat Prem um
Stabilization Fund to remain there because obvi ously we' re gol ng
to have sonme mmjor changes in the health insurance issue in the
next couple of years and it seenmed nore prudent not g uyse up
that Stabilization Fund money at this point. Sol would move
adoption of the amendment so that the coverage reflects he
actual contract price as it exists rather than the numbers t

are in there which are slightly lower, but will not change the
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Abill. The A bill is calculated on this basis. |'d nove its
adoption.
PRESIDENT: Thank you, Senator Schmit, please, followed by

Senator Wesely. Senator Wesely. Did you wish to close, Senator
Warner?  Okay, the questionjs the " adoption of the Warner
amendnent . Al'l those infavor vote aye, opposed nay. Record,
Nr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, on adontion of Senat or
Warner' s anmendnent.

PRESI DENT: The Warner anmendnent is adopted.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Noore would nove to anmend the
bill .~ (The Noore anmendment appears on page 2257 of the
Legi sl ative Journal .)

PRESI DENT: Senator Moore, please.

SENATOR MOORE: Nr . President and menbers, if you | ook at
page 2257 of the Journal, you will see this amendnent, it' s
printed. = And, quite sinply,what this amendnent is, this is an
amendment that's a "catch a nother napping amendment” 5,4 | m
going to withdraw it but I'mgoing to use it to speak on the
Issue. What this amendnent is it relates to LB 105, 4 pj|| that

| have introduced for a couple of years now dealing wth certain
items that a certain insurance company'in the state, Bl ue
Cross-Blue  Shield, refuses to cover. There was |egislation
passed in the seventies or sixties by then Senator Harold
Sinmpson t hat required insurance conmpanies to cover all forns of
ailments. For avariety of nethods, Blue Cross-Blue Shield has
used different definitions o at |east in my own opinion, at
least, to circunvent the intent of the |aw agnd not cover

chiropractic payments. I have had tr ouble with this bill.
have introduced it twice and |I' ve never been able to get it
of committee for a variety of reasons. |Ifl was., .hagd less
scrupl es than sonme people, | qguess I'd just say this 1s a "trust
Me" anmendment and try and adopt it this nmorning, but for ny gun
credibility's sake I will not do that. Apd...but [ will allow,
| think, sone...a couple of people wanted to say a few things,

will allow a couple of people to say a few things before |

withdraw it.

PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely, please.
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SENATOR WESELY: Thankyou. | appreciate that Senator More is
going to withdraw this amendment. 1 think I would have concerns
about it and we have discussed this in the Banki ng, Comrerce and
I nsurance Conpany and | think we killed the bill essentially
that Senator Moore is offeringhere. W are going to take a
look at it, | guess, in that committee, study it further. But
the inmplications are cost based that ou have to have some
restrictions on who all is going to be involved in reinbursenent
and once you broaden it and include nore people, in fact, you
will spread costs and increase costs and so to nmintain sone
cost controls you have to be selective gon who your insurance
covers ard reinburses. And so | think I'mglad he's not going
to pursue it and | would suggest that we all, you know
carefully |l ook at this issue andgl guess it will be back bePoré

Us next year, but | would not in any way want to see this
adopted this session.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator \Warner, please, followed by
Senator Schmt.

SENATOR WARNER: Yes, M. President, | just. i would...l don't
know but I would suspect in reading the amendment that it
probably woul d have something in +the statute that would pe
different than what the contracts are that are signed. I think
Senat or Moore maybe indicated that and, gpyi ously, that would be
an inpairment of contract which we probably wouldn't want to
pass.

PRESI DENT: Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHMI T: Well, M. President and nmenbers, | concur with
what Senator Wesely and Senator Warner have said, put | would
have to, in defense of Senator More, point out that | know from
experience how difficult jt s sometimeto get a bill out of
committee. And | will be very honest \jth ou because | do
serve as a board nenber of Blue Cross-Blue Shield and | receive
a $5,000 a year salary for that and Blue Cross is vyery adamant
about this bill. And | guess if you want to givé sonme of ny
col | eagues and M. John Hunpal severe pal pitations of the heart,
Senat or Moore, we probably could have gdvanced this...attached
this amendnent and there would have been repercussions all up
and down the line. But |...l do want to say this, that Senator
Moore understands the issue, he understands, a5 Senator Warner
has said, the inpairnent of contracts. He also understands that
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there is a group of people out there who feel very strongly
about this issue and who are probably going to. .could easily
cone back to this leg' alature and | believe.. .is Senator Landis

here...no, sorry, Senator Landis is not here, there isa
proposed interimstudy on this issue because it is of broad
general interest. And, to be specific,we know, for example,

that under group plans it is possible with the Blue Cross to
provi de coverage for services of the chiropractic physicians but
on an individual plan it is not possible to purchase thatand
t hose individuals who are under the individual plan feel that
they are not being provided that opportunity. andso it 's
sonet hing that needs to be discussed and needs to pe addressed

and 1 would have to say that onceagain Senator Moore has
denpnstrated his alacrity and hjs ability to liven up an
otherwise kind of, a dull morning. And had he not been so
truthful, he probably could have attached the amendment.

this time, Senator, |'mgoing to have to oppose the amendnent.

PFESIDENTZ Thank you. Senator Moore, would you like to close,
please.

SENATOR MOORE: Yes, just for a...what | mentioned, just like |
said, this issue, it's been an issue that's been virtually
i possible to get it out of the Banking Conmittee. Thanks to
the help of Senator Landis, it's my hope, at |east, the Banking
Conmmittee is going to take an in depth review of this. whole
i ssue. You know, | have yet to be corrected but | have salélvfoor
two years now out of the 49 states, BlueCross-Shield has paid
for this type of service in every state but Nebraska and if | am
wrong on that, | have yet to be proven wong. But it's ny hope
that the Banking Commttee will indeed take a serious |ook at
this whole situation and, like | said, | find it...it seems
like...l don't know if the Blue Cross-Blue Shield has arrived
and | don't know whether interest in Blue Cross-Blue Shield pag
arrived but if you're listening, | guess | will save you heart
failure and withdraw the anmendnent.

P RESIDENT: It is withdrawn. Anyt hi ng further’ M. Clerk?
CLERK: | have nothing further, M. President.
PRESIDENT: Okay, we're back on the gdvancenent of the bill.

Senator Schmit, did you wish to speak on the advancenent?
Senat or Wesely, on the advancenent?
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SENATORWESELY: Thankyou. Nr. President and menbers, just gp
alert, again, to the nmenbers of the Legislature. The health
cost problemis increasing. It is a great concern to ne. It
should be a great concernto you. LB 303calls for $8,400,000
addi ti onal dollars next fiscal year, $14,500,000 ¢the foll owi ng
year and that doesn't even include the additional $5 mllion i'n
di spute now between Blue Cross-Blue Shield and the state which
i s now under actuarial study. This is serious, this is serious.

We' re talking here about $23 nmillion more dollars, maybe
$28 million nore dollars over the next two years just in he¢’11|th
oyee

i nsurance costs. This is reflected not just in state enp

heal th i nsurance, but any enployer in the state jg facing the
same sort of increases. | know from personal experience over in
Lincoln Telephone where | work in per sonnel, the sort of

increase we' re facing and | can assure you that there jgsn't an
enployer in the state that isn't facing sone sort of increase in
health costs and in sonme cases significant increases just as we
are suffering froma significant increase. w fight and argue

and scrap over $50,000, in Senator Schnmit's cas€, agnd mill i ons
of dollars in other people's cases and here we're talking apout
$23 nmillion. Not hing much we can do about it, but | think at
the sane tinme we need to understand that this is $23 nillion
visibly present but there are mllions nore out across the state
in other enployee and enpl oyer insurance coverages that are al so
I ncreasi ng. Ny suggestion js that we' ve got get a handl e on

this and the one way to get a nandle on it is to get more
information, nore data and start to make some cost control, cost

containment initiatives work here in the State of Nebraska. |t
we don't get a handle on it, it's going to only get worse and
just want this bill to point out once again how serious a

probl em we have with health costs.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. The question is the advancenent of the
bill. All  those in favor say aye. pposed nay. It is
advanced. LB 303A.

CLERK: Nr. President, on 303A | have Enrollment and Review
amendnent s pendi ng.

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall, would you help us on the Enroll nent
and Review' ?

SENATORHALL: Nr. President, | would nove the E & R amendnment s
be adopted.
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May 15, 1989 LB 303, 303A, 525, 812, 816, 816A
LR 160, 211

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Mike not activated immediately.) ...Chamber
and to this Monday morning in the last full week of the First
Session of the 9l1st Legislature. Our opening prayer this

morning by our own Harland Johnson.

HARLAND JOHNSON: (Prayer offered.)

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any corrections to the Journal?
CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Messages, reports or announcements?

CLERK: Mr. President, your committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they have carefully examined and reviewed
LB 816 and recommend that same be placed on Select File, LB 816A
and LB 525 all on Select File. Enrollment and Review also
reports LB 303 and LB 303A as correctly Engrossed,
Mr. President, all of those signed by Senator Lindsay as
Enrollment and Review Chairperson. (See pages 2319-22 of the
Legislative Journal.)

A communication from the Governor to the Clerk. (Read
communication regarding LB 812.)

Mr. President, a report from the Department of Roads regarding
the statement of deposits to the Highway Cash Fund.

And, Mr. President, LR 160 is ready for your signature, and that
is all that I have. (See page 2323 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. And while the Legislature is in
session and capable of transacting business, I propose to sign
and I do sign LR 160. Mr. Clerk, to the legislative resolution.

CLERK: Mr. President, LR 211 was introduced by Senator Schmit.
It is found on page 2249. (Read brief description.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmit, please. (Gavel.)

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I've introduced
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May 18, 1989 LB 277A, 280, 283, 303

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on pages
2510-?511 of the Legislative Journal.) The vote is 45 ayes,

0 nars, 3 present and not voting, 1 excused and not voting,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 277A passes. LB 280.
ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read LB 280 on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: Having complied with all the provisions of law
relative to procedure, the question is, shall LB 280 pass? All

those in favor vote aye, opposed vote nay. Have you all voted?
Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on page 2511
of the Legislative Journal.) The vote is 48 ayes, 0 nays,
1 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 280 passes. Senator Wehrbein has some guests in
the north balcony. We have 12 students in the fifth grade from
Weeping Water, Nebraska, with their teacher. Would you folks
please stand and be recognized. Thank vyou for visiting us
today. LB 283 please.

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read LB 283 on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: Having complied with all provisions of law relative
to procedure, the guestion is, shall LB 283 pass? All those in
favor vote aye. opposed nay. Have you all voted? Record,

Mr. Clerk, pleas

CLERK: (Read reccia vote as it appears on page 2512 of the
Legislative Journa..) 47 ayes, O nays, 1 present and not
voting, 1 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 283 passes. LB 303 with the emergency clause
attached.

CLERK: (Read LB 303 on Final Reading.)
PRESIDENT: Havine complied with all the provisions of law
relative to proced.. , the question is, shall LB 303 pass waith

the emergency clause attached? All those in faevor vote aye,
opposed nay. Hav »u all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.
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May 18, 1989 LB 303, 303A, 312A, 312

CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on page 2513 of the
Legi sl ative Journal.) 47 ayes, 0 nays,and 2 excused and not
voting, M. President.

PRESI DENT: LB 303 passes with the enmergency clause attached.

May | introduce some guests in the north bal cony who are guests
of Senator Carson Rogers, we have 25 fifth graders and 1qsixth
graders from Burwel |l Elementary School, also accompanied by

three teachers. Would you folks please stand and b recognized.
Thank you for visiting us today. LB 303A with the emergency
clause attached.

CLERK:  (Read LB 303A on Final Reading.)

PRESI DENT: Having conplied with all provisions of law relative
to procedure, the question s, shall LB 303A pass with the
emergency clause attached? Al those in favo" vote aye, opposed
nay. Haveyou all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears or. page 2514
of the Legislative Journal.) The vote is 45 ayes, 0 nays,
2 present and not voti ng, 2 excused amd not voting,
Mr. President.

PRESI DENT: LB 303A passes with the enmergency cl ause attached.
LB 312 with the emergency cl ause attached.

ASSISTANT CLERK:  (Read LB 312 on Final Reading.)

PRESI DENT: Having conplied with all provisionsof |aw relative
to procedure, the question s, shall LB 31? pass with the
energency clause attached ? All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay . I amrem nded we are supposed to be in our seats during
Fi nal Readi ng pl ease. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk,
please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on page 2515 of the

Legl slative Journal ) 44 ayes, o nays, 3 present and not
voting, 2 excused and not voting, M. Préesident.

PRESI DENT: LB 312 passes with the emergency clause attached.
May | introduce sonme guests please of Senator Wehrbein. |n the

north balcony, ~we have 12fifth rade students from
Weeping Water. W Il you folks please stand and (g recognised.

Thank you forvisiting us today. M. Clerk, LB 312A with the
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May 18, 1989 LB 84, 95, 247, 247A, 250, 250A, 26!
261A, 272A, 277, 277A, 280, 285, 303
303A, 312A, 312, 356

emergency clause attached.
CLERK: (Read LB 312A on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: Having complied with ali provisions of law relative
to procedure, the question is, shall LB 312A pass with the
emergency clause attached? All those in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Have you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Read record vote as it appears on page 2516 of the
Legislative Journal.) 43 ayes, O nays, 4 present and not
voting, 2 excused and not voting, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 312A passes with the emergency clause attached.
May I introduce some guests in the north balcony, Senator Schmit
has 30 third and fourth grade students from Dwight and their
teachers. They are from the East Butler Elementary School.
Will you folks please stand and be recognized. Thank you for
visiting us today. Anything for the record, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, 1 do. I have an Attorney General's
Opinion. (Re: LB 356, found on pages 2516-2520 of the
Legislative Journal.)

I also have an explanation of vote, Mr. President, by Senator
Warner. (Re: LB 84, found on page 2520 of the Legislative
Journal.) That is all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: While the Legislature is in session and capable of
transacting business, I propose to sign and do sign, LB 95,
LB 247, LR 247A, LB 250, LB 250A, LB 261, LB 261A, LB 277,
LB 277A, LB 280, LB 283, LB 303, LB 303A, LB 312 and LB 312A.
Are you ready to go on?

CLERK: Yes, I am, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: We will go on to the General File, LB 272A.

CLERK: Mr. President, 272A 1is a bill introduced by Senator
Landis, it's a bill for an act to appropriate funds to implement
the provisions of LB 272.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. LB 272 is the Mortgage
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May 18, 1989 LB 25, 247, 247A, 250, 250A, 261, 261A
272a, 277, 277A, 280, 283, 303, 303Aa

312, 312A
LR 216, 219
SENATOR LANGFORD: Mr. President and colleagues, I move we

recess for lunch until one-thirty.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Anything to read in, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, Enrollment and Review reports LB 272A to
Select File. Bills read on Final Reading have been presented to
the Governor, Mr. President. That's all that I have. (Re:
LB 95, LB 247, LB 247A, LB 250, LB 250A, LB 261, LB 261A,
LB 277, LB 277A, LB 280, LB 283, LB 303, LB 303A, LB 312 and
LB 312A. See page 2522 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. You've heard the motion to recess
until one-thirty. All in favor say aye. Opposed no. Ayes have
it, carried, we are recessed.

RECESS

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

CLERK: Mr. President, I have a quorum present.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. While the Legislature is in session and
capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and do sign
LR 216. I would 1like to introduce some guests in the north

balcony if I might. We have Carl and Iona Taylor of Lincoln,
and Mrs. Taylor is a cousin of my wife. Would you folks please
stand so we can welcome you. Treat them kindly and don't tell
us about them and don't tell them about us. Thank you for
visiting us today, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor. Mr. Clerk, before
lunch, we were where?

CLERK: Well, Mr. President, we were, well, let me...may I read
one item for the record, Mr. President, before I...

PRESIDENT: Yes, please.

CLERK: Senator, I have a new resolution, Mr. President, LR 219

offered by Senator Abboud. (Read brief explanation. See
pages 2523-24 of the Legislative Journal.) That will be 1laid
over.
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May 24, 1989 LB 95, 132, 134, 158, 158A, 175, 175A, 182, 182A
183, 183A, 198, 228A, 228, 261, 261A, 280, 283
285, 285A, 302, 303, 303A, 305, 309, 309A, 310
312, 312A, 335, 335A, 340, 340A, 469, 525, 566
588, 651, 651A, 695, 706, 727, 781, 816, 816A

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRISIDENT: Welcome to the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber.
We have with us on our closing day as our Chaplain, Reverend
Harland Johnson. Wculd you please rise for the invocation.
REVEREND HARLAND JOHNSON: (Prayer offered.)

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PERESIDENT: Do we have any corrections this morning?

CLERK: Mr. President, one small correction. (Read correction
found on page 2719 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Okay, do you have any messages, reports, or
announcements today?

CLERK: Mr. President, I do. 1[I have a series of communications
from the Governor. First of all, Mr. President, the last few
Eills read on Final Reading yesterday afternoon have been
Fresented to the Governor as of 2:48 p.m., yesterday. (Re:

LB 525. LB 566, LB 588, LB 651, LB 651A, LB 695, LB 706, LB 781.
See page 2720 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, a series of communications from the Governor.
.Read. Re: LB 228A.) A second communication to the Clerk.
{Read: Re: LB 134, LB 158, LB 158A, LB 175, LB 175A, LB 182,
B 1&2aA, LB 198.) A third communication. (Read. Re: LB 95,
.B 261, LB 261A, LB 280, LB 283, LB 303, LB 3903A, LB 312,

LB 312A.) A fourth communication, Mr. President, to
Mr. President, and Senators. (Read. Re: LB 183, LB 183A.) A
fourth, b .. President, to the Clerk. (Read. Re: LB 132,

LB 285, LB 285A, LB 302, LB 305, LB 309, LB 309A, LB 310,
LB 335, LB 335A, LB 340, LB 340A, LB 469, LB 727, LB 816,
LB 816A.) The last letter I have received, Mr. President, with
respect to signing of bills. (Read. Re: LB 228. See
pages 2720-22 of the Legislative Journal.)
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